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Studies on host immune responses induced by reactivation of EB virus-infected
lymphocytes and resultant skin lesions
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We performed diagnostic examinations on more than 50 cases of EB virus-associated

T/NK lymphoproliferative disorders including hydroa vacciniforme (HV), hypersensitivity to mosquito bites
$HMB), chronic active EB virus infections(CAEBV) and so on, and studied the pathogenesis. EB virus was
ound to be infected mainly in gdT cells in classical HV, abT cells in systemic HV, and NK cells in HMB.
Tﬂese results indicate that EB virus-infected lymphocyte subsets are closely related to the clinical
phenotypes.

We found prognostic factors in our series of patients: clinical phenotypes, age of the disease onset, and
the expression of EB virus reactivation marker, BZLF1. The results suggest that host immune responses
against the EBV antigens expressed in the skin lesions induce the severe clinical symptoms. Furthermore,
we found elderly patients with atypical HV, and reported their cytological characteristics and EB virus
gene expression patterns.
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