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Recently, it has been suggested that there is a stem cell fraction in cancer. To e
stablish an efficient therapy against cancer, it Is reasonable to target the cancer stem cells. In this st
udy, we have examined immunological features of cancer stem cells. We have obtained mouse glioma stem and
non-stem cells. When examined there cell surface phenotype, we found that MHC class | was expressed higher

in the stem cells than in non-stem cells. MHC class | is known as a suppressor molecule for NK cells. The
n, we performed NK cell mediated cytotoxicity assay. In this sassy, the cancer stem fraction were killed m
ore than no stem fraction. Therefore, it was suggested that cancer stem cells suppress NK cell function an
d then obtained the tumor-initiating capacity.
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