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On the theory of language acquisition and change with the influence of media
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The mass media broadcasting is often regarded as an influential cause of language
change. This comes from the fact that people have observed a huge scale of nationwide de-dialectization
or dialect levelling since the 1960° s after the advent of TV. However, sociolinguists have been
skeptical about its effect, because there are few studies which successfully demonstrate the influence of
media on language with a scientifically persuasive manner. This study attempted to provide some evidence
in terms of variation theory, indicating that the media contents seem to be relevant to the tonal changes
observed in Kagoshima Japanese, and to suggest a tentative view of language acquisition and language
change under the influence of media.
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