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Development of an English conversation learning system based on spoken dialog with
an agent

Ito, Akinori
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In this project, we developed a system for training of communication skill in
English for Japanese learners, in which the learner makes conversation exercises with a robot or a
virtual character. First, we developed a robot that could move in a room by following a person,
understand a position by recognizing the pointing gesture and made conversations with the learner in
English. Then we developed a speech recognition method where the learner’ s speech with grammatical
mistakes can be recognized correctly. Finally, we developed a method for conversation exercise with a
virtual character where the learner can acquire a proper timing for answering the interlocutor’ s
utterance.
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