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Americanism and Japanism in the Stream of the ldeas of Taxation : from the Civil
War and the Land Tax Reform to the Carl S. Shoup Mission
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For grasping the character and peculiarity of Japanese society, one of the core
issues is to be how to allocate the Reform on post WW-11 among the long stream originated from the Meiji
Restoration. By takin% the fact that Shoup mission had taken the role as advisory to the formation of the
Japanese new scheme of taxation, this project examined the transit of the American and Japanese ideas of
taxation since the period of the Civil War and that of the Meiji Restoration.

The translations as those of Richard T. Ely and some advocates of single tax during 1890s, and the
acceptance of the writings of Edwin R. A. Seligman since 1910s were the marked evidences of the American
influences to the progress of Japanese scheme of taxation. As both of American and Japanese discussion of
public finance and taxation had been under the influence of German Sozialpolitik since 1880s, there were
some common bases in Japan with the American scholarly discussion when the Shoup Mission arrived to
Japan.
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