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In East Asia, population of elderly people is increasing rapidly. Elderly people
in this area spend their end of life at elderly welfare facilities or elderly care facilities as well as
hospitals. In those cases, the role of care staffs during the period near the end of life is becoming
important. We surveyed the attitudes of care stuffs including nurses, care workers, social workers and
medical doctors about terminal care and death in this area. A total of 1,147 staffs (221 in Korea, 318 in
China, 289 in Taiwan and 319 in Japan) who are working at elderly care facilities participated. In these
countries, people tended to accept intensive care or tube feeding at the end of life. These tendencies
may be related to the cultural background of the East Asia. The results must be useful to improve the
education of care staffs. The results will also help to design the future plan of the team care of the

elderly people during the terminal period of their lives.
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