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+,"-./01�345Periodic somite segmentation is controlled by the cyclic gene Hes7 whose

oscillatory expression depends upon negative feedback with a delayed timing. Here, we show that

reducing the number of introns within the Hes7 gene shortens the delay and results in a more rapid

tempo of both Hes7 oscillation and somite segmentation, increasing the number of somites and vertebrae

in the cervical and upper thoracic region. These results suggest that the number of introns is important

for the appropriate tempo of the segmentation clock.
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()KLQ/^S3JChanging the period of the somite segmentation clock
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