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The development and progression of atherosclerosis involves complex inflammatory processes between
hematocytes and vascular tissues. Natural killer T (NKT) cells, a unique subset of T lymphocytes that
recognize glycolipid antigens and secrete a large amount of Ty1/Tw2 cytokines, play a crucial role in
regulating tissue inflammation. The present study demonstrated that inflammatory process regulated via
NKT cells is involved in atherosclerotic lesions and NKT cells may be the novel therapeutic targets in
atherosclerotic vascular diseases.
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