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Purification and culture of circulating tumor cells in gastrointestinal cancer patie
nts
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i We sorted circulating cells in blood of colorectal patients using Percoll treatmen
t and FACS analysis. EpCAM+CD44+ cells were all CD45 positive. CD45-EpCAM+ cells were detected 10 cells of

4X105 cells. However, these cells were detected also in healthy volunteer, indicating that all these cell
s were not circulating cells originated from cancer cells. Next, we analyzed blood circulating miRNA in co

lorectal patients. miRNA expression of preoperative and postoperative blood samples were analyzed using mi
croarray analysis. Four miRNAs were detected to be a colorectal cancer specific miRNA.
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