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Tlalancaleca was one of the largest settlements before the rise of the
Teotihuacan state in Central Mexico. Yet its urbanization process as well as socio-spatial organization
remain poorly understood. We conducted mappin%, ground survey, surface collection, manual auger probe,
and test excavations over the three seasons of fieldwork. Results show that the site consists of several
architectural complexes with monumental structures and residential areas. This implies the existence of
diverse social groups, including elites, commoners, and groups of artisans. Furthermore, a number of
buildings were constructed along canonical orientations, and the unification of central axes suggests a
high degree of urban planning. In conclusion, Tlalancaleca likely provided cultural and historical
settings for the creation of Central Mexican urban traditions during later periods.
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