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This project was finished as scheduled in the research plan. 1 analyzed the
spatial composition of the old city of the target cities of Damascus, Aleppo, Beirut and Algiers. Then I
considered the urban planning history after French colonial era. Basically the results were published as
peer reviewed papers, and | made presentations of them as oral presentation, research workshop, guest
lecture and general talk event. For these works, | received two awards ; Article Prize of The City
Planning Institute of Japan and East Asia Planning History Prize of the International Planning History
Society.
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¢ 14. "Gyoji Banshoya

(1930-1998): a Japanese planner devoted
to historic cities in the Middle East and
North Africa"

Gyoji Banshoya (1930-1998) was a
Japanese urban planner whose life-work
was urban planning in the Middle East
and North Africa. The purpose of this
paper is to provide an overview of his work,
which still remains unknown. His early
masterpiece, the ‘Square House’, shows
how he was influenced by Kiyoshi Seike to
apply historic spatial composition to
realize width and convertibility in low-cost
housing. Following this, Banshoya studied
under the supervision of Gerald Hanning
and George Candilis at Ateliers de
Batisseurs in Paris, and went to Algiers to



engage in the study of ‘evolutionary
habitat’. As a United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) expert, he began
working with Michel Ecochard in 1962 in
Beirut, Damascus, and Aleppo. They were
responsible for the elaboration of master
plans for these three cities, and that of
Damascus still remains as a legally active
master plan today. Coupled with the
Syrian political struggle since the 1980s,
there has been some reaction against their
modernist policies. However, the case is
made for a detailed examination of
Banshoya's work, and re-evaluation of its
legacy for the urban planning history of the
Middle East and North Africa.

d. 4."Japanese Cooperation for
evolutional housing and slum upgrading
projects under Mayor Chevallier —Spatial
Experience of Gyoji Banshoya in Algiers"
The purpose of this chapter is to examine
his work for the slum upgrading projects in
Algiers under Mayor Jacques Chevallier,
which still remains unknown. After
studying in the laboratory of Kiyoshi Seike,
Banshoya studied under the supervision of
G. Hanning and G. Candillis at ATBAT.
His experiences at ATBAT in Paris led him
to Algiers where housing policy permitting
Muslims and Christians to cohabit had
been introduced. Banshoya engaged in the
study of an evolutional housing system.
Jean-Jacques Deluz testified that he was a
genius of dessin. As micro scale and macro
scale were clearly unified in
French-Algerian urban design, Banshoya
started to work not only on housing design
but also on urban design including the
slum upgrading projects in Algiers. In fact,
he participated in the Les Annassers,
Mahieddine, Champ de Manoeuvres,
Chateauneuf Frais-Vallon and “Temporary
housing replacing tin-roofed shelters
projects”. Though none of these projects
were solely credited to Banshoya, the fact
that Mayor Chevallier listed Japanese at
the top of his list of member nationalities
at the Agency suggests that Banshoya
performed some important tasks.
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