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In the United States, archives and records management systems have gradually been
developed in order to coordinate the two competing demands, which are the efficient public administration
and the preservation and use of historical materials. Public Records and Archives Management Act, which
was enacted in Japan in 2011, have modeled on the American legislation. In order to function them
effectively, however, it is essential to study the basic characteristics and the applicability of such
American systems and methods, which were designed to enhance the collaboration of archives and records
management. This research project aimed to explore the emergence and development process of archives and
records management systems and methods, based on analysis of primary materials, and the introduction
process of those systems in modern Japan.
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