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Development of astronomical educational programs for the students not majoring in sc
ience at the Faculty of Elementary Education

Shimoikura, Tomomi
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The purpose of this study is to develop an astronomical educational program to the
students not majoring in science at the Faculty of Elementary Education at university. We have conducted
a questionnaire survey to the students at 15 universities in Japan. The survey revealed that the students
are not confident to teach scientific subjects covered at elementary school. The survey also revealed that
only 20% of the students have an apﬁropriate understanding about mechanism of the phases of the moon, whi
ch should be taught at elementary school. We provided an astronomical lesson for the students at Tokyo Gak
ugei Universuty. As a result, 70% of the students acquired the sufficient understanding and skills necessa
ry to teach scientific. These results indicate that a comprehensive curriculum at the universities coverin
g all of the subjects of science taught at elementary school is needed to improve their confidence.
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