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A comparative study on excluding and accepting of gathering activities in forest
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Factors which make rural residents will decide whether exclude outsides’ access
to minor resources in forest or not are comparatively analyzed by surveying various cases. Scarcity of
resource, relative pressure of use, labor investments to resource, and awareness of territory are
abstracted as factors which drive rural residents to exclude outsiders. Besides, costs of exclusion and
awareness for social demerit of exclusion, such as low consciousness to environment or depression of food
culture, were abstracted as factors which reduce level of exclusion. Mainly, the dynamics of excluding
and re—openin? the access to forest minor resources can be explained as an issue of cost-benefit balance.
To ensure public access right to forest minor resource, two important challenges are pointed out. One is
to clarify the limit of access pressure which promises sustainable yield. The other is to establish a
norm which prevent outsiders from disturbing environment and rural residents” life.
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