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The experience of leftist social movements in post-war Japan
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This research, focusing on the international port city of Kobe, depicted the
anti-war movement experiences under the Korean War in the early 1950s and the Vietnam War in the late
1960s and early 1970s by interviewing the activists of that time and analyzing relevant historical
materials. This research revealed the fact that the anti-Korean War activists nurtured the next
generation activists in the 1950s and early 1960s and that they became the leaders of the anti-Vietnam
War movement and other types of citizens’ movements after the late 1960s.

This research shed light on the process of succession of activist experiences from one generation to the
next and thus presented a new method to liberate social movement studies from dogmatic perspectives of
particular parties or organizations.
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