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A semantic and pragmatic investigation of possessive constructions
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The aim of this study is to provide an accurate characterization of the two
phenomena (the passivizability of verbs of possession and the definiteness effect) in possessive
constructions and related constructions. We made the following claims: gl) The passivizability of verbs
of possession can be accounted for by the notion of process. (2) The definiteness effect in possessive
constructions and constructions with verbs of acquisition is predicted precisely from the interpretation
of the construction as a whole. (3) Unlike English possessive constructions, the Japanese verbs iru
(' be’ ) and aru (" be’ ) cannot license the old or ﬁresupposed object. (4) The definiteness effect in
possessive constructions is different from that in there-constructions in terms of information structure.
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(*His father is resembled by John.)
Bolinger (1975) (affectedness)
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resembles his father.
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pOSsess

own, pPOossess

(How long did it take to own the house? /

How long did it take all living creatures to
possess a certain degree of learning ability?)

write, dig, paint

(accomplishment verb)

(How long did it take to write
the book?)
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John has the sister.

(relational noun)

(non-relational noun)
(Q: What will you give
to Eliza for her birthday? A: Eliza has {a/*the}

mirror, so I won’t give one to her.)

(John has {the

sister/Mary’s sister} as a dance-partner.)

3)

(Q: Where is my

umbrella? A: John has it.)
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