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Syntax of nominative objects: A view from comparative study between English and lang
uages that bear nominative objects
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In this research project, 1 first investigated so-called long distance reflexives
in Icelandic, where nominative objects are observed and | claimed that a functional category T is related
to the licensing mechanism of long distance reflexives which agree with nominative subjects. Then I scruti
nized syntactic structures of complex predicate constructions iIn Japanese, where nominative objects are ob
served and 1 argued that the Case of the nominative object is licensed by T, which licenses the Case of th
e nominative subject. Therefore, 1 concluded that nominative Case is universally licensed by T and that la
nguages like Icelandic and Japanese, unlike English, have a v which does not license Case but has an exter
nal argument and this syntactic object enables T to license nominative Case of the object.
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(1) a. They *has/have hired him.
b. He has/*have been hired (by them).
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(2) Mary believes him/*he to be a genius.
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[i.e. ‘He would always like them.’]
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b. Eg taldi [ henni  ekki hafa
L.NOM believed.1SG her.DAT not have
leidst peir/*pa ].

bored they.NOM/*them.ACC
‘I believed her not to have found them
boring’ (Sigurdsson 2000)
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(5) a.* It seems to me John to be a genius.
(cf. John seems to me to be a geinus.)
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the.men.NOM.PL to.be criticized.NOM.PL
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unjustly

‘It has seemed to me that the men are
criticized unjustly.’ (Jonsson 1996)
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