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A Study of Plain Japanese Using Lectures at a University

TAWARAYAMA, Yuji
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This research revealed a part of the plain Japanese feature for foreigners through
experiments and some lecture analyses; the experiments aimed at smoother communication between foreign st
udents and teaching staff at the university. Experiments were conducted with Chinese foreign students as s
ubjects, who rated topic types and question types higher for explaining the technical terms. They also rat
ed question-point-example structures higher for explaining general words. By using an interview and a ques
tionnaire, the role of visual resources, which could be referred to both before and after the lecture, is
identified to be essential for the understanding of an intermediate Japanese learner during the lecture. C
onclusions drawn from these experiments are that sufficient visual resources should be given priority, and
the adjustment behavior towards utterances should be treated as supplementary.
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