(®)
2012 2014

Mandarin Chinese speakers® acquisition of the Japanese vowel length contrast.

KURIHARA, Michiyo
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This study investigated the perceptual characteristics of the Japanese vowel
length contrast among Chinese-speaking learners of Japanese, arising from the effects of syllable
position and pitch type perspective. Perceptual empirical data showed that difficulties in learners®
vowel length judgment differ by syllable positions and pitch types. This indicates that learners need to
acquire the vowel length contrast in the word-initial position before identifying the short or long vowel
in other positions, and that they must be able to perceive long vowels with low to high pitch movement,
to distinguish the vowel length with low pitch continued. Learners® production data were also collected,
which reveal that production accuracy is inferior, as the vowel length perceptual judgment tends to be
confused easily. The data also indicate that generated vowel length can be appropriate, as the vowel
length identification is relatively correct.
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