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This study aims to clarify contents and characteristics of landed property
rights under the ritsuryo system in ancient Japan (the Nara and Heian periods).

Concretely, 1 inspected documents on sales and donations of land, the law for dealings in land, records
of purchasing land left on Japanese official history book, and documents on recognition of shoen (landed
estate) ownership. Conclusions of this study are as follows; both seller and buyer of land was likely to
have a right to cancel a sales contract in ancient Japan; “ sho” was private land with buildings such as
warehouses, which functioned as a base of economic activities, and private land without farmland was also

called “ sho” ; “ sho” was basically managed under the same system whether it includes farmland or not.
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