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The present study focuses on riverbed areas that became dwelling and living
space/place” for the residential poor and socially marginalised in the post-war urban areas. From the
perspectives of social and political geography, This study investigated the ways in which life in these
areas underwent a change during the period of post-war reconstruction and urbanization, as well as the
political aims involved in these changes. More specifically, while retracing the political situation
surrounding the enactment of the new River Act, we first examined the riverbed residential areas of
locations such as Ota-gawa River of Hiroshima City, Shira-kawa River of Kumamoto City, and Abe-kawa River
of Shizuoka City. This study observed the conditions of life there, how these conditions changed over
time, and the circumstances surrounding the resettlement of residents.
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