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The Impact of Victim Statement of Opinion on Judges® Sentencing Decision
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Actual case records on death (including death and injury) through negligence or n
egligent conduct in the operation of an automobile were examined.

At first, some hypotheses were exploratory tested to identify factors which promote a use of Victim State
ment of Opinion (VSO). According to these tests, two important factors were found; namely the relation bet
ween victims and bereaved family members and bereaved family members® evaluation on defendants. Then, the
impact of VSO on sentencing outcomes was examined, and some results supported that uses of VSO promote sen
tences without suspension, although these results are not so clear due to the limited sample number. Howev
er, 1 was able to discuss the plausible mechanism of the impact based on the data avalable.
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