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During the Cold War, Japan maintained non-nuclear weapon policy known as three
non-nuclear principles and made efforts for facilitating nuclear disarmament while promoting peaceful
uses of nuclear energy and depending on U.S. nuclear deterrent for its security. Going back to the 1950s
and the early 1960s, this study investigated based on primary materials Japan’ s politics and diplomacy
over various nuclear issues, through which the aforementioned “ non-nuclear” posture of Japan took
shape, and found structural factors and patterns of interactions between concerned political actors that
affected politics and diplomacy in the making of Japan’ s “ non-nuclear” policy.
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