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Econometric Analyses of Submedical-Level Suicide Data
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An optimal stopping model for suicide as an irreversible decision is proposed. The
objective function is based on the deterioration of a human capital in a broad sense. The option value of
commiting suicide is given almost explicitly as a function of model parameters. The model parameters are

calibrated to the actual data in Japan since 1990s. The calibrated model can replicate the average tendenc

y of suicide rates among Japanese males of working ages.

On the other hand, the municipality-level repeated cross-sectional database of suicide and socio-economic
variables are constructed. In particular, the database closely traces the transition of the massive-scale

merges occured in Japan during the period of 2005 to 2007.
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