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An Empirical Analysis of the Impact of Dowry on Women®s Intra-household Bargaining
and Human Capital Investment in Children
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The objective of the research is to empirically explore the impact of dowry on
women®s welfare in the marital household, and to lead to the related policy implications.

The unique household survey was conducted in rural Punjab, Pakistan, which is used in the empirical
analysis. According to the empirial results that take endogeneity of dowry into account and control the
financial level of households, a higher amount of dowry increases women®"s decision-making power and
freedom of movement in the marital household, and decreases time spent for household chores. | presented
the research paper at the conferences in Japan and abroad, and submitted it to the academic journal.
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. } ) Table 1 Effects of dowry on wife’s decision making
kitchen items to bride g

sewing machine to bride (ISLS)

livestock to bride (1) (2) (3)
cash to bride

cash to groom F Purchase Number A 5
. . . . . of £ Children’s
0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 expensive .0 marriage
. children s
1fems

Dowry (PKR 10,000 0.0095**  0.0044  0.0080*
in 2013) (0.0032)  (0.0039)  (0.0035)
Bari (=bride price, -0.0186%%  -0.0092  -0.0066
PKR 10.000n2013)  (0.0058)  (0.0093)  (0.0084)

( 2) Observations 436 436 436
Robust regression test
2 of exogeneity 1.75 0.081 0.126
(p-value) (0.191) (0.922) (0.882)
Score test of

overidentifying 1.20 1.31 3.78
restrictions (p-value) (0.549) (0.520) (0.151)

NOTES: Cluster (village)-robust standard errors are in
parentheses. The socioeconomic characteristics and the
village fixed effects are controlled.
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