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Policy challenges concerning medical services in rural regions after the Great EastJ
apan earthquake-circumstances surrounding public hospitals and citizen"s participati
on in medical service

KUWADA, Tajima
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Firstly, we will give a briefing on the general situation regarding regional med
ical services and welfare in farming communities and relevant policy challenges. Then,we will collate the
status of the reconstruction of the lwate prefectural hospitals that had been completely or partially dest
royed in the Great earthquake as well as reconstruction-related moves by the Iwate prefectural government.

We will identify the problems in the reconstruction processes for the hospitals that had been struck by t

he disaster and will present challenges related to the reconstruction. Secondly, we will analyze leading c
ase_studies on citizen participation in regional medical services as well as case studies in lwate, and wi
Il identify the challenges in citizen participation in the lwate case studies. It is considered that the p
otencial of the Iwate model would greatly expand if citizen participation (“exchange type') that is practi
ced in part of lwate spreads throughout the rest of the prefecture.
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