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The present study investigated whether older siblings changed their behaviors
during pretense play and consequently encouraged toddlers to engage in collaborative pretend play, with a
sample of 26 pairs of older siblings (M = 5;5) and toddlers (M = 1;11). Older siblings smiled longer,
gazed at the toddlers longer, used sound effects more frequently, and engaged in more frequent
snack-related actions in a “ pretense condition” than in a “ real condition.” In addition, sequential
analysis revealed that toddlers were significantly more likely to engage in pretense following the
specific pattern of older siblings’ pretense signals, as a form of social referencing.
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Figure 1. Older sibling’s behaviors in the Real
and Pretense conditions
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Table 1. Sequence of behaviors the Real and Pretense
conditions

Sequence Total Total

Older sibling Younger sibling observed expected X2 sinifiant

Real action ->gaze > smile-> smile and / or action 6 3.13 2.63 ns
condition action-> action 25 26.67 0.10 ns
smile—> smile 9 4.19 5.52 p<.05

Pretense action - gaze > smile-> smile and / or action 42 30.76 410 p<.05
condition action-> action 23 31.56 2.32 ns
smile-> smile 26 27.38 0.07 ns
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