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This study examines relationship between social class, students’ adjustment to
school and educational choice using data sets from “ Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA)” and surveys of Japanese high school students. We found that student background and school
characteristics have effect on students’ adjustment into school. Gender gap in academic self-concepts is
substantial and women have lower mathematics and science self-concepts than men after controlling for the
test scores. And we confirmed there are substantial number of students who have negative attitudes toward
daily life of school but expected to proceed to colleges and universities.
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