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Pathological significans of CD169-positive macrophages in colorectal cancer patients
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Previous CD169 studies were mainly performed with rodents; only a few studies desc
ribed CD169 expression in humans. In this study, to examine the role of CD169 in human diseases, we focuse
d on CD169+ sinus macrophages in regional lymph nodes (RLNs) of patients with colorectal carcinoma (CRC).
We examined the expression of CD169 in regional lymph nodes (RLNs) and their relations with overall surviv
al in CRC. In a clinicopathological analysis on 83 CRC patients, paraffin-embedded specimens were evaluat
ed for CD169 expression of RLN macrophages by immunohistochemistry. We found a high density of CD169+ mac
rophages was significantly associated with longer overall survival. We also found that the density of CD1
69+ macrophages had a positive correlation with the number of CD8+ cytotoxic T cells infiltrating tumor ti
ssues. These data suggest that CD169+ macrophages in RLNs promote CD8+ T-cell-mediated anti-tumor immunit
y and are associated with a better prognosis for CRC patients.
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