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The relationship between sympathetic nerve activity and blood pressure of chronic in
termittent hypoxia
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The Sleep Apnea Syndrome (SAS) patients are twice as high incidence of hypertensio
n compared with those who are not SAS. However, i the mechanism is for the onset of hypertension is not cl
ear. The experiments were carried out with the aim in particular, to clarify the change in Na reabsorption
in the kidney and sustained sympathetic activation by intermittent hypoxia. Blood pressure was not altere
d by intermittent hypoxia under normal diet, however, it was significantly elevated by high salt diet. The
catecholamine contents in several organs were also increased. It is possible that sympathetic nerve activ
ity is enhanced by the intermittent hypoxia and it.might contribute to development of salt sensitive hyper
tension.
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