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Virological analysis of patients with pediatric rheumatic disease treated with
novel biological agents

Kawada, Jun-ichi

3,200,000

J1A)

JIA 3
EBV CMV HHV-6 2 HHV-
6 EBV

Juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) is the most common chronic rheumatic
inflammatory disorder of childhood. Biological agent to inhibit cytokine signaling has been used for the
treatment of severe JIA, but patients receiving biological might be at increased risk of reactivation of
herpesviridae such as EBV. We prospectively monitored viral load of EBV, CMV, and HHV-6 in JIA patients
treated with tocilizumab, an anti-interleukin 6 receptor monoclonal antibody, for 2 years. EBV and HHV-6
were frequently detected by PCR in most patients. On the other hand, reactivation of EBV and HHV-6 with

clinical events was not observed during the observation period.
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