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A magnetoencephalographical study on psychomotor retardation in remitted patients wi
th major depression

Shishida, Kazuhiro
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We studied about psychomotor retardation in patients with major depression, using
magnetoencephalography (MEG). Twelve remitted patients with major depression and twelve age- and sex-match
ed healthy volunteers performed verbal fluency task. Subjects were required to covertly generate word whic
h begin with one of three Japanese syllabaries which was randomly presented. Magnetic field was recorded w
ith a neuromagnetometer. We analyzed the signal of certain frequency which is thought to reflect the cereb
ral activity. Both depression and control groups showed similar activation pattern, first in the occipital

area followed by left lateral prefrontal and somatosensory area. However, the depression group showed gre
ater activation In somatosensory area and in right occipital area.
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