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Significance of P-cadherin overexpression and methylation status in
gastrointestinal cancer.
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Clinicopathological and prognostic significance of P-cadherin expression in 59
intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (ICC) and 73 pancreatic cancer patients were examined by
immunohistochemistry. Multivariate analyses revealed that P-cadherin expression was the independent
prognostic factor for disease-free survival in both cancers.Down-regulation of P-cadherin by siRNA
suppressed the migration and invasion of both ICC and pancreatic cancer cells,and overexpression of
P-cadherin induced the opposite effects in these cancer cells.Methylation-specific PCR analysis revealed
that P-cadherin expression was found to be related to its promoter methylation status in both cancer cell
lines and tissues.P-cadherin overexpression may serve as a useful biomarker of invasive phenotype and
poor prognosis in patients with ICC and pancreatic cancer.The expression of P-cadherin is found to be
regulated by its promoter methylation.
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