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Pregnancy suppresses mechanical allodynia by reducing c-fos in the spinal dorsal
horn in the chronic constriction injury rat model

Onodera, Yoshiko
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Pregnancy has been reported to increase the pain threshold. We focused on neuron
activation in the spinal cord, and used the chronic constriction injury (CCl) rat model to test the
hypothesis that pregnancy reverses upregulated c-Fos in spinal cord cells.

Pregnancy significantly reversed the lowered mechanical threshold induced by CCI neuropathic pain. Pain
threshold is elevated just before delivery, and decreases after delivery. Furthermore, pregnancy reduced
the upregulation of c-Fos in the spinal dorsal horn in the CClI model.
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