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Interviews were conducted with 24 nurses working at advanced treatment hospitals
in Japan. A qualitative analysis of their narratives identified seven areas they found challenging in the
care of elderly patients who also had dementia, including “ accident prevention” , “ witnessing life
functioning impairment when receiving best possible treatment for disease” and “ discharge
arrangements” . Eight categories were extracted as supportive initiatives taken by nurses, such as
“ using a restraint or alternative means to prevent accidents” and “ liaising with other nursing team
members/other disciplines” . Accident prevention is the top priority in the advanced clinical setting and
elderly patients often experience deterioration of their functioning even though their disease has been
cured. When the elderly with dementia are admitted to advanced treatment hospitals, multi-disciplinary
collaboration is essential from an early stage of admission to prevent their functional impairment.
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