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My research project starts by discussing one of Isocrates” best known works, Evago
ras, which was written to praise the posthumous Cypriot King of Salamis, and examines the social and cultu
ral state of Achaemenid Persian Cyprus during the sixth to fourth centuries BC. After examing several mate
rials, | criticise the view provided by the preceding scholars that there was political and cultural antag
onism between Greek colonists and the Phoenicians in classical Cyprus and that this conflict became more i
ntense when the Greeks sought to ally with their fellow-Greeks of the mainland, and on the other hand, the

Achaemenid Empire, in a bid to effectively control the island, helped and made use of the Punic islanders
; but at the same time, Evagoras was surely eager to pursue a cultural pro-Hellenic policy, for instance t
he introduction of the Greek alphabet that substituted for the “"anachornistic® Cypriot syllabry.
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