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The most important achievement of this project was that the National Survey of Social
Stratification and Social Mobility (hereafter, SSM survey) was successfully conducted
in 2015. Besides, empirical studies with this data were conducted on the structure of
social stratification in contemporary Japan considering demographic transformation, that
is, fertility decline and aging population. The SSM survey has been conducted every 10
years since 1955, and this was the seventh, wherein the upper limit of the age of
respondents was increased from 69 to 79 and a new questionnaire was included about leaving
the parental home, social status of the spouse at the first marriage, and the educational
attainment of the respondents’ child(ren). Based on the 2015 SSM data, the ground
realities in the structure of social stratification and the mechanism involved in the
emergence of social inequality were identified considering the rapid transformation in
the demographic structure and in the family in Japanese society.
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