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International comparison on open innovation activities between Japan, US and Europe
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Open innovation, a collaborative innovation process with external companies and
organizations, has been attracting great attentions from academic researchers as well as business
practitioners. In this study, we tried to clarify the reality of such open innovation activity of
Japanese companies in comparison with US and European counterparts and to explore when and how it leads
high innovation performance. In the analysis, we paid attention to the interaction of inbound and
outbound process of open innovation, the role of affiliated company which can be interpreted as an
intermediate organization between inside and outside the company, the balance between internal and
external technology sourcing for product innovation, and so on. Exploring these issues which have not
been examined enough in previous studies is expected to be an originality of our study.
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