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This study was undertaken because discrepancies can be found between
traditional accounts of Sthiramati, accepted as conventional wisdom in Buddhist studies, and the
information obtained from his Sanskrit commentaries, and it started out from the premise that there
may have been more than one Sthiramati. The following points were ascertained. (1) The Sanskrit
commentaries on the Madhyantavibhaga, etc., attributed to Sthiramati were written by the same
person, who differs, however, from the author of the commentary on the Mahayanasutralamkara
surviving in Tibetan translation. (2) Sthiramati’ s ideas as presented in traditional doctrine
cannot be found in his Sanskrit commentaries. (3) The account of Sthiramati given in modern Buddhist
studies represents an erroneous view that arose because the Sthiramati mentioned in copper-plate
inscriptions from Valabhi was identified with Jianhui mentioned in the Da Tang xiyuji, but this
Sthiramati differs from both of the above commentators
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