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Constructing a speech corpus of Japanese dialects and a research on the dialects
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The purpose of this study is to construct a corpus of Japanese dialects in which
various dialects are searchable in the same manner, and to offer new methods for research on dialects
using the corpus. First, we examined methods of how to organize the data, using data of dialects from six
regions. We figured out that it is effective to construct a corpus where texts of dialects and their
translation in standard Japanese are displayed in parallel and also texts and sounds of dialects are
searchable in standard Japanese. Second, we built a trial version of the corpus of Japanese dialect,
which contains dialect data from 27 regions, and then conducted an analysis of uses of case particles in
the corpus. Based on the findings from the analysis, we presented a new analysis of dialects with
reference to contexts, and thus, we claim that such a corpus-based study will advance the research on
dialects further.
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