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Comparative studies on political development in mainly smaller European
countries and Japan
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This research project asserted the importance of comparative studies
between the political development of modern Japan and that of the European non-model countries. It
aimed to compare 1) the process of establishment of Party-Government in Japan with that of
parliamentary government in Northern Europe, 2) the pattern of governmental changes of the Japanese
Party-Governments with that of oligarchic parliamentarianism in Southern or Southeastern EuroEe, 3)
the establishment of authoritarian regimes in Japan and Southern or East-Central Europe, 4) the
formation of post-war predominant party systems in the context of centralized welfare states in
Japan, France and Italy. Through nine Meetings on the Comparative European Political History, which
gathered Japanese and European political historians, we have done several surveys on the relevant
themes in comparative politics, the evaluation of the works of pioneers in the field of historical
political science, and individual researches.
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