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It is widely believed that social relationships of Japanese people have
changed during past several decades. Some journalistic and academic reports claim that Japanese
people have become to be isolated. However we cannot empirically examine these claims because we
have few empirical data to do so.

In 2014, we re-conducted "Survey of attitudes toward urban life and family" which is originally
conducted in 1993. Merging the two data, we examine changes in Japanese people®s social
relationships. The findings are as follows. 1)Japanese married people have the fewer intimate alters

(neighbors, colleagues, and relatives) in their neighborhood. 2)Attitudes toward family issues
slightly changed. 3)Changes are small and Japanese married people have the same amount of social
support resources as the people of 20 years ago.
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