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DSM-111 is the diagnostic and nosological system of psychiatric disorders issued
in 1980 and provoked the revolution of modern psychiatry in the 20th century. The aim of this study is to
elucidate the global impact of DSM on medical and life science, medical education and mental health care
service for the past three decades. Investigations with literature reviews and interviews with leaders
who played the major role in psychiatric education in Japan in the 1980° s to 90’ s examined the
following points: (1) a significant effect of advances in psychometrics in the mid-20th century on the
development of DSM-1111, (2) the way of acceptance by Japanese psychiatrists of the concept of individual
DSM diagnosis criteria, (3) the organization of chapter structure of DSM-5 according to two axes, a
lifespan developmental model and a bifactor model, (4) recent debates on utility and validity of
psychiatric diagnosis, and (5)globalization of DSM and cynicism to modern psychiatry
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