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In Japan these days, the activism of sexual minority people is becoming
increasingly active with new groups and networks that deal with diverse topics related to sexual
minority. Predominant topics in these activisms are concerned with how to support those who have
difficulties to live their lives, and the demand of the official/legal recognition of same-sex couples.
Behind this tide of activism, there exists the relatively new concept of human rights, which UN mainly
appeals. There are various ways to include sexual minority people into a society. Among the recent
activism, however, the importance of rediscovering and archiving of the history of sexual minority is not
fully recognized. Therefore, as the conclusion of this three-year research project, we held a seminar and
a discussion in order to rediscover the women who had intimate relationships with women in the past and
to trace an alternative history of women.
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