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The significance of lectures on Indian philosophy and Chinese philosophy at the
University of Tokyo in Meiji period as philosophical thought

SUZUKI, Tomoko
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We have completed analysis about the contents of the notebooks written by

Takamine Sankiti from 1888 to 1889. He wrote two notebooks about two courses of lectures
conducted in the University of Tokyo around that time: one was the Indian philosophy (Buddhology) by
Yoshitani Kakujyu and the other was the Chinese philosophy by Shimada Chourei

As a result, it became clear from Takamine’ s notebooks that their lectures played two |mportant roles
in the Japanese of coming age. Primally, contrary to the trends that European philosophy was considered
to be most important to study, Yoshitani and Shimada adovocated that Buddhology and Chinese philosophy
should be treated as equal to European philosophy. Secondly, their lectures influenced Kiyozawa Manshi

of the university student, who was a Japanese expert in the philosophy of religion and the
Buddhist thinker.
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