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Making a critical edition of Nikolai Medtner®s piano sonatas
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The researcher has made a critical edition of the complete piano sonatas
(including unpublished and unfinished ones and sketches of projected piano sonata) of Russian-immigrated
composer-pianist Nikolai Medtner(1880-1951) for the first time in the history of the publishing of
Medtner®s piano works. He conducted his editing work based on intensive and comprehensive researches on
the primary sources such as Medtner®s autographs, stichvorlages, proofs and personal copies in the
archives in Moscow and Ottawa, as well as personal copies of British pianist Edna Iles, one of Medtner®s
most important disciple, and those of Quebecois composer-pianist Alfred Laliberte, a close friend of the
composer and greatest champion of his music in the North American Continent. The new critical edition
consists of, at a maximum, 1 or 2 fragments of projected piano sonata, 2 unfinished and 1 unpublished
sonata movements, 1 sonatina and 14 prano sonatas from op.5 to op.56 published during Medtner™s lifetime.
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