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I researched mainly those vernacular Buddhist tales which show how members
of the aristocracy interacted with temples in the Muromachi and early Edo period. I was granted an
opportunity to investigate the oldest extant manuscript of the most copied book of that time,
namely, Genchu sodaga , as well as another newly discovered manuscript of that same work.
This is a vernacular tale (monogatari soshi) in which Zen nuns and monks engage in a debate,
containing also elements from the genre of vernacular Buddhist sermons (kana hogo). In this tale, we

catch a glimpse of the ways in which members of the nobility might have interchanged with certain
temples in the Muromachi period. In this research, | have considered possible relationships between
the publication of vernacular Buddhist tales and the larger world of vernacular tales in the early
Edo period. 1 have endeavored to share the results of my work through presentations, articles, and a
newspaper contribution.
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