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Songs were sung at various scenes in the late Ming and early Qing periods. 1
collected many materials which told us situations of singing songs at that time through this project.
Seeing the images of singers in the late Ming and early Qing, almost all the pictures were those of
female singers. We can find the gender unbalance.

Mao Xiang' s Tongren ji includes poems by Cao Rong, Mao Xiang, and Xu Zhijian which described female
entertainers of Yu Jinquan in Taizhou in the early Qing period. Many of the literati who visited Yu
Jinquan’ s house and appreciated the music of his female entertainers were Ming royalists. Female
entertainers were prohibited after the Manchu conquest. It was a quite rare case that Yu Jinquan
preserved female entertainers in the Qing. Ming royalists felt nostalgia for the lost Ming dynasty, when
they listened to the music by female entertainers. Female entertainers were the symbol of the Ming
dynasty.
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