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Aspectual properties of predicates and negative sentences in Nihon Shuwa (Japan
Sign Language
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In this research project, we investigated the following: (i) The syntactic and
semantic characteristics of the aspectuality of the predicates of Nihon Shuwa (Japan Sign Language) (ii)
The existential construction in Nihon Shuwa, with particular focus on the predicate alternation pattern
and its relation to the semantic feature specification of the existential predicate (iii) The negation in
Nihon Shuwa - how it interacts with the aspectual properties of the predicates. The results of the
investigations show that the aspectual properties and patterns of negation of Nihon Shuwa, a language
with gesture modality, fall within the limits of the framework of Universal Grammar, with apparent
deviations stemming from the particular modality and the choice of the semantic features that trigger
particular syntacitic phehomena.
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Naomi Harada's Web Page
http://www.comp .tmu.ac.jp/ling syn/
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