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The object of this study is "Qiezi Shiyi", a work on Chinese phonology, written
by Fang Zhonglu in the early Qing era. The author®s young age passed under quite severe circumstances as
the Manchurian armz conquered China and his father Fang Yizhi was faithful to Ming court. Fang Zhonglu
refused to serve the Qing bureaucracy, and spent all his life as a private researcher. He wrote "Qiezi
Shiyi" under very strong influence of his father®s scholarship when he was only in his twenties. He was
quite aware of historical change of language, and the standard Chinese phonological system for him was
not that of the Qieyun rhyme dictionary, but his father®s "Qieyun Shengyuan™, a kind of Middle Mandarin
phonological system with entering tone. He held that fangie characters and rhyme tables of his present
age must be suitable for this standard.
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